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> The three main balance sheet items as a % of gross premiums written 
recorded a steady growth both in life and non-life European insurance 
enterprises between 1995 and 1997. 
> Total investments of life and of non-life insurance enterprises as a % of 
gross premiums written increased strongly in EU-15 within the period : 
from 663 % to 900 % and from 140 % to 243 % respectively. 
> In EUR-11, total investments of life and non-life insurance enterprises 
rose by about 46 % between 1993 and 1997. 
> Capital and reserves of European insurance enterprises in EUR-11 grew 
by 35.3 % in life and by 36.4 % in non-life during the period 1993 and 
1997. 
> Gross technical provisions increased more in non-life (+ 58.2 %) than in 
life insurance enterprises (+ 45 %) in EUR-11 between 1993 and 1997. 
For other details, information on the balance sheet breakdown is found, 
amongst many other valuable figures, in the newly published "Insurance 
Services Statistics" CD-ROM, edition 1999. 
> E S S E N T I A L I N F O R M A T I O N - M E T H O D O L O G I C A L N O T E S 
Total investments : 
Total capital and reserves : 
Total gross technical provisions : 
Land and buildings + Investments in affiliated 
enterprises and participating interests + Other 
financial investments + Deposits with ceding 
enterprises + Investments for the benefit of life 
insurance policyholders who bear the investment 
risk. 
Subscriped capital or equivalent funds + Share 
premium account, revaluation reserve, reserve 
Gross provision for unearned premiums + Gross 
life insurance provision + Gross provision for 
outstanding claims + Gross provision for bonuses 
and rebates + Equalization provision + Gross other 
technical provisions + Gross technical provisions 
for life insurance policies where the investment risk 
is borne by the policyholders. 
Figure 1: Evolution of EUR-11 life insurance enterprises 
main balance sheet items (Mio ECU) 
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1994 1995 1996 1997 
(1) Investments and capital reserves: for 1993 excluding 
Luxembourg and for 1994 excluding Spain and Luxembourg. 
(2) Gross technical provisions: for 1994 excluding Spain. 
Source: Eurostat. 
•Total investments - Left axis 
-A—Total gross technical provisions - Left axis 
-♦—Total capital and reserves - Right axis 





















































































































































































































(1) For available data only. 
(3) Book and current value according to the type of investments. 
(5) Including life business of composite insurance enterprises. 
Source: Eurostat. 
Statistics in focus — Theme 4 — 1/2000 
(2) Book value. 










Figure 2: Evolution of EUR-11 non-life insurance enterprises 
main balance sheet Items (Mio ECU) 
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1994 1995 1996 1997 
-Total investments - Left axis 
1) Investments and capital reserves: for 1993 excluding 
Luxembourg and for 1994 excluding Spain and Luxembourg. 
(2) Gross technical provisions: for 1993 excluding Spain. 
Source: Eurostat. 
-A—Total gross technical provisions - Left axis 
-♦—Total capital and reserves - Right axis 






















































































































































































































C) For available data only. 
(3) Book and current value according to the type of investments. 
(5) Including non-life business of composite insurance enterprises. 
Source: Eurostat. 
[-) Book value. 
(") Current value. 
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